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are getting ready to go to work. Those 
on the night shift are resting or sleep-
ing so they can recover from last 
night’s work and get back and do it 
again tonight. So, where’s the House? 
Mr. Speaker, the House has gone home. 
The House has gone home. 

Today, we dealt with seven resolu-
tions, seven suspensions, seven bills 
that I think every person voted for 
completely, entirely. I don’t mean to 
belittle these resolutions, five of them 
were to name post offices, United 
States Post Offices. And although 
that’s not the most important thing we 
do, we honor individuals when we do 
so, and the individuals who were hon-
ored today were certainly deserving of 
that honor. Two other resolutions were 
to determine what the Congress will do 
with the United States Capitol during 
next year’s Presidential inauguration. 

Now, why is this important? Well, 
it’s important because the Protect 
America Act, the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act, has been allowed to 
expire by this leadership, by the Demo-
crat leadership of this House. Thirteen 
days now we’ve been blind, a unilateral 
disarmament of this Nation in our war 
on terror. You don’t have to believe 
me, Mr. Speaker. A newspaper in 
Springfield, Massachusetts, yes, 
Springfield, Massachusetts, said, ‘‘Led 
by Speaker NANCY PELOSI, the House 
let a crucial deadline come and go 
without even taking a vote on the mat-
ter. And it didn’t have to be this way. 
Both parties in the Senate cooperated, 
setting aside their differences to try to 
keep the citizenry safe. The House 
should have done the same thing. Only 
our enemies gain from this kind of po-
litical gamesmanship.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, many Members on our 
side of the aisle have come to this well 
and to the microphones over the last 5 
or 6 days that we’ve been in session and 
talked about the extreme importance 
of making certain that the Protect 
America Act is passed. I was on a radio 
station this morning in our good State 
of Georgia, and people on the radio 
show couldn’t believe that the House 
had let this opportunity, this responsi-
bility go. The folks in my district in 
the 6th District in Georgia believe that 
the primary responsibility of every sin-
gle Member who has the privilege of 
serving in this House is to protect our 
Nation. 

Many Members of the House travel to 
Iraq, back and forth to Iraq, some who 
went just last week and were told by 
generals in Iraq that not passing the 
Protect America Act 13 days ago has 
led to a decrease in their actionable in-
telligence in Iraq already. Don’t let 
anybody tell you, Mr. Speaker, that 
this hasn’t put America at greater 
harm in the last 13 days because it has. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time for this House 
to act responsibly. It’s time for this 
Speaker and this Democrat leadership 
to stand up and make certain that we 
pass the Protect America Act. 

STATUS OF INTELLIGENCE 
SURVEILLANCE BILL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HOYER. I was not planning to 
speak, but the previous speaker has 
done what this administration did a 
little earlier today and has been doing 
over the days. We call it fear- 
mongering, trying to stampede this 
Congress into doing something that is 
contrary to our oath of office to pro-
tect the Constitution of the United 
States as well as defend our Nation 
from those who would harm our citi-
zens and our country. 

The gentleman’s assertion that the 
intelligence community is not able to 
intercept communications to protect 
our country is not true. Anybody who 
heard his words and was concerned by 
his representations ought to be dis-
abused of the fact of the accuracy of 
his assertions. In fact, the administra-
tion said that in a letter, a six-page 
letter, and within hours sent out an e- 
mail saying, No, we’re wrong. Tele-
phone companies are cooperating with 
us. We are able to intercept commu-
nications. 

But what he also did not mention is 
that we passed a bill 21⁄2 months ago, 
now 3 months ago, which would have 
provided the full authority the admin-
istration needed to continue doing 
what they needed to do. Without excep-
tion. Secondly, what he failed to say is 
that when the Senate failed to act for 
those 3 months, it was because the Re-
publican Party in the Senate precluded 
that bill from moving forward. But he 
didn’t represent that. And then they 
sent us the bill 2 days before a break 
was to be scheduled. That was consid-
ered, in my opinion, to try to preclude 
any further discussion on the issue. 
They believed they could do that by 
then appealing to the concerns, right-
ful concerns, of the American public 
that we continued to do everything 
necessary to keep them safe. That’s the 
commitment of all 435 Members of this 
House. It’s my commitment. I speak on 
behalf of my party, as majority leader 
of my party, with respect to that issue. 
Every Member wants to ensure. 

What he did not tell you, however, 
was because we only had some 48 hours 
of session, because we wanted to give it 
consideration, and because the normal 
process is to have a conference between 
the two Houses if there are differences 
as there are between the two pieces of 
legislation, we said to all of the Repub-
licans and to all of the Democrats, let 
us extend by 21 days the Protect Amer-
ica Act so that there is no question. 

What the gentleman from Georgia 
did not tell you is that every Repub-
lican person voted against that exten-
sion. They voted against the extension, 
and then when it did not pass, they 
said, Oh, America is at risk. It is like 
the child who killed both his parents 
and said, Have pity on me. I’m an or-
phan. They refused to pass the very 

legislation which would have kept the 
act that they say is necessary in full 
effect. 

The good news is that we have a stat-
ute on the books called the Foreign In-
telligence Surveillance Act which pro-
vides the administration with every 
authority it needs, but what it requires 
the administration to do is come to the 
FISA Court and get approval. There is 
no backlog in that court. Not a sec-
ond’s backlog in that court. And ad-
ministration officials have said we 
would not miss a beat in terms of our 
interception of communications. Ad-
ministration officials have said that 
within minutes approval could be 
granted, and under the FISA Act, the 
administration can act and then get 
approval after the fact. So I’m not sure 
what the generals were talking about. 

What the gentleman from Georgia 
did not mention as well is that we have 
been working every day since we left 
session on trying to reach a com-
promise so that we could move forward 
on this bill. We had a meeting this day 
to do that very thing, a meeting which 
was bipartisan. We had the administra-
tion involved. We are hopeful that we 
can reach agreement. 

So I want to assure the American 
public that the leadership of this House 
is going to do everything in our power 
to ensure that we protect this Nation 
and our people and to defeat those who 
fashion themselves to be radical Is-
lamic jihadist terrorists and ensure 
that they will be stopped, they will be 
caught, and that we will prevail in this 
war on terrorism. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES), is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. SCHIFF addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 01:36 Feb 29, 2008 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K28FE7.039 H28FEPT1w
w

oo
ds

2 
on

 P
R

O
D

P
C

68
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-09T10:25:06-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




